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April 26. 
The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 
Twenty -six persons present. 

A paper entitled " List of Fishes collected by Mr. W. J. 
Fisher, upon the coasts of Lower California, 18T6— 17, with 
descriptions of new species," by W. N. Lockington, was presented 
for publication. 

The death of Dr. J. Dickinson Logan, a member, was announced. 

Motility in Plants. — Mr. Thomas Meehan remarked that com- 
paratively little knowledge of motion had been gained since the 
time of Linnaeus. The recent work of Mr. Darwin on the motions 
of plants, was a valuable contribution to the subject, though con- 
fined to motion in roots and leaves. He thought it would serve 
the cause of science to note that the presence or absence of light 
in itself could not, as so often assumed, account for all the phe- 
nomena of motion. He had made numerous and careful observa- 
tions, this season, on motility in Draba verna, which plant, so far 
as he knew, had not been observed to have any peculiarities. The 
petals are usually closed during the early season, though the pedi- 
cels are erect in the daytime, drooping so as to form almost a 
perfect circle at night. These pedicels become erect about three 
hours after sunrise when there is about twelve hours of sun in the 
day, commencing to droop at about two o'clock in the afternoon. 
This diurnal motion in the pedicels continues some days after the 
petals have fallen, and apparently as long as the silicle continues 
to grow. Later in the season, on clear days, the petals com- 
mence to open early in the morning, contemporaneously with the 
rising of the pedicel ; by the time this was erect, the petals would 
be nearly expanded. The expansion, when the sun rose at half- 
past five or six, would be complete by nine A. M. Strange to say, 
no matter how clearly the sun might continue to shine, the petals 
commence to close about noon, and by about two P. M., are com- 
pletely closed. 

During the course of his observations, there was a period of 
four days cloudy, and no attempt at expansion was made. The 
fourth day, however, was so slightly cloudy, that the eye could 
scarcely look at the sun through the thin cloudy veil. The amount 
of absolute light could be little less than on some days earlier in 
the season, when the sun was wholly unclouded, but still there 
was no attempt at expansion of the petals. Continued observa- 
tions seemed to show that not mere light, but clear sunlight, was 
necessary to the opening of the flower. 

One evening there was a heavy thunder shower ; the next day 
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was not so much these speculations, but an increase in the number 
of observers, and a correct record of well authenticated facts. 

The resignation of Dr. Henry C. Chapman, as a member of the 
Council was read and accepted. 

Jesse S. Walton and Harry Skinner were elected members. 
The following was ordered to be published : 



